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SOCA Logo Apparel
Competitive Athletics, 105 NE 7th St., Grants Pass
(541) 479-1001

Why Join SOCA?
•Promote esprit de corps among Corvette enthusiasts.
•Create interest in the Corvette as a true dual-purpose sports car.
•Provide a means of technical information and service to members.
•Encourage dealer and manufacturer cooperation.
•Organize and promote events of a social nature and provide social gatherings for enthusiasts with common interests.
•Sponsor or participate in activities to benefit the community through recognized charities as selected by the members of the 
Association.

Next Club Social
The next club Social is on July 15, 2023. For more information, see the 
“Events” section (page 5) for details.

July 2023 NEWSLETTER

Upcoming Meetings
General Membership Meeting, Wednesday, August 2, 2023, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Rogue River Community Center, 132 Broadway Street, Rogue River.
Visitors are always welcome!
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Elected Officers
President: Ron Howard
Vice-President: Wayne Shelford
Secretary (appointed): Kathy Korzeniecki
Treasurer: Carol Misner
Sgt-at-Arms: Larry Weiner
Membership: TBD
President (2022): Cathy Cardoza

Appointed Positions
Sunshine: Sandee Anderson
Activities: Kim Moore
Communications: Gar Stevens
Internet Site: Sharon Hook-Martino, Elaine Ellis
Parade Coord: Kerry Razza
Natl Corvette Museum: Len Atlas
Facebook:: Tammi Moore
Newsletter: Rob Hill
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July Birthdays
Jerry Bayles Ron Howard
James Johnson Kim Moore
Bruce Sargent Alexander Peluffo
Wayne Shelford Danielle Asberry
Scott Lloyd Marlene Bozarth
Judy Axling Charlotte Myers
Dale Waldron Kimberly Davis
Carol Teeters Sherie Clay

July Anniversaries
Steve & Elyse Douglas
Lucien & Rita Leblanc
Al Viera & Dina Leopoldina
Roy & Diane Hauser
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BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES:



2023 Southern Oregon Corvette Association (SOCA) Events

Jan Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec
Club meeting (Wed.) 4 1 1 5 3 7      5     2       6      4      1      6

All dates below are Saturdays, except as noted … The dates shown are tentative and subject to change or cancellation.

Car Show:  4 Eagle Point Parade
8 Graffiti Weekend Roseburg
20 - 22  VetteFest Boise Idaho

Social: 15 Apple Peddler Restaurant, 7405 Highway 62, White City OR, 6:00 Pm

July:

For additional events, information, and links … see the SOCA website “Events Page:” https://www.sovette.com/events
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EVENTS:

https://www.sovette.com/events
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Car Shows:



Social at La Burrita on June 24, 2023:
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James Johnson presented with the Corvette Repair Tool
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Techin & Toolin

How To Diagnose a Failing Alternator vs. a Failing Battery

One of the most common issues car owners run into is with the battery. The car sits for a while, and then it
doesn't turn on, or the battery light comes on while driving, and then the car dies on the road. Those issues are
electrical related, but not always the battery's fault. The real issue lies in the car's electrical system, specifically
the charging system.
The charging system of a car doesn't need to remain a mystery. In actuality, it's a fairly simple system comprised
of only a few components, the alternator, wiring, battery, and ECU.
What Is An Alternator? - Gasoline, air, and electricity are the three things a
car needs to run. We fill it with gas, the engine pulls in the air it needs, and
the car takes the battery's electricity. But contrary to what you might think,
the battery only has enough power to run a car for maybe an hour with no
charging system. Alternators are used to prevent a constant need for a new
battery. The alternator is a belt-driven generator that charges the battery.
The belt is run off of a pulley on the crankshaft. It spins a rotor inside the
alternator, which generates a magnetic field. The AC current is then put
through a rectifier that changes the power to a DC current. Several wires
run off of the alternator and deliver power to the battery, keeping it charged.

https://www.fcpeuro.com/products?taxon=Alternator
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Techin & Toolin

Why Is My Car's Battery Light On? - The battery light comes on when the car detects that the electrical system
drops below a certain voltage. While the car is off, the battery should read 12 volts. But with the car on and the
alternator charging the battery, the battery should read between 13.5 and 14.5 volts. The battery light is there to
warn you that something isn't right with the charging system and that a repair might need to be made.

Before doing any work that involves removing parts, take a look at the engine bay. The alternator is driven off of a
belt and sits on the front of the engine. For transversely mounted engines, the alternator will be against the
passenger's side of the engine bay. Check the condition of the belt with the engine off. Is there any fraying or
cracking on the belt, and does it look worn in general? As the belts wear out, they stretch and become stiffer,
causing the belt to slip under the engine's load. If the belt slips, the alternator won't charge enough. A squeaky belt
while the car is running also signifies a worn belt.

Take a look at the battery next if the alternator belt is OK. The batteries we use in nearly every car are of a lead-acid
type. The batteries are prone to leaking and will cause heavy corrosion buildup on the battery terminals. The
corrosion will interfere with the battery's connection to the car's wiring harness and cause a voltage drop across the
connection. Use a battery corrosion cleaner found at any auto parts store and a stiff plastic-bristle brush to remove
the terminals' corrosion. However, if a worn belt or corrosion aren't the causes, you'll need to use a multimeter to
investigate further. While unlikely, check the alternator wiring. Mice like to chew on wires, and they could have
gotten to them if the car has sat.

https://www.fcpeuro.com/products?taxon=Car-Battery
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Techin & Toolin

How to Test an Alternator - You can test an alternator in a few different ways, with some being safer and more
precise than others. None of these tests require a rocket scientist's skill level.
How To Test an Alternator with A Multimeter - A multimeter is a tool used to measure electrical currents,
voltages, and resistances. Using the two leads that come off the tool, you will read the battery's voltage while the
car is on and off. The voltage reading you get from this test will determine what needs to be replaced. The
multimeter tool can be bought for around $30 and is useful for all electrical issues.
First, set up the multimeter correctly. Because the multimeter can check so many different things, it has a dizzying
variety of settings. Locate the section around the dial that has a capital V and two straight lines next to it. The V
indicates that you are looking to determine voltage, and the two lines show the DC-style power. Since you aren't
looking for anything more than 15 volts, set the multimeter dial to 20.
Next, start the car and uncover the battery. Place the black multimeter lead onto the negative battery terminal, and
the red lead onto the positive terminal. Look at the number that appears on the multimeter while you hold the leads
onto the battery. It should read in the 13 to 14-volt range.
A voltage below 12 while the car is on confirms an issue with the charging system. Now run the same test with the
vehicle off. If the battery reads closer to 12 volts, you now know that the car is drawing voltage from the battery to
run but isn't charging itself back up. Suppose the battery registers even less voltage than it did with the car running.
In that case, the battery isn't holding the proper charge anymore and needs to be replaced.

https://amzn.to/30pL5p3
https://amzn.to/30pL5p3
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Techin & Toolin

How To Test an Alternator by Disconnecting the Battery - This test comes under scrutiny but is technically still
a way of testing the effectiveness of alternators. I would suggest avoiding this test for those with more modern cars
as it may damage some of the electronics. Early 00's vehicles are where I would stop using this test.
The first step is to open the hood and start the car. From there, disconnect the negative side of the battery. If the
vehicle dies, then it shows that the car was running on battery power alone and that the alternator isn't charging.
The idea behind the test is that if the alternator keeps a car running when the battery is disconnected, it works
properly. To some degree, that sentiment is true, but this test won't help in the case of a failed internal voltage
regulator. The problem can be that the alternator produces too much voltage, and this test doesn't test for that.
How to Test an Alternator with a Screwdriver - Like the previous test, use this test as a last resort. Unlike the
previous test, the screwdriver method works on any vehicle vintage. The test will tell you even less than
disconnecting the battery but is, again, technically still a way of testing an alternator's effectiveness. Put the tip of a
screwdriver near the alternator's pulley when the car is running. A small magnetic field runs through the pulley as
the alternator runs, and it should pull the end of the screwdriver to it. If there is no magnetic pull, the alternator has
failed.
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Techin & Toolin
How to Test an Alternator with a Screwdriver - Like the previous test, use this test as a last resort. Unlike the
previous test, the screwdriver method works on any vehicle vintage. The test will tell you even less than
disconnecting the battery but is, again, technically still a way of testing an alternator's effectiveness. Put the tip of a
screwdriver near the alternator's pulley when the car is running. A small magnetic field runs through the pulley as the
alternator runs, and it should pull the end of the screwdriver to it. If there is no magnetic pull, the alternator has
failed.
How to Diagnose What Failed on The Alternator - The alternator can be broken down into five key parts when
determining what went wrong. The five are the pulley, rotor, stator, rectifier, and voltage regulator. A failed pulley is
easy to change and can be done at home. A failed stator isn't either of those things.
Just about every car from the last decade uses a decoupler pulley on their alternator. This pulley type allows the
pulley to spin at the engine's direct speed during acceleration and allows the alternator to spin freely during
deceleration. The pulleys remain decoupled during acceleration when they fail, causing the rotor not to spin and no
electric charge to be produced. If you determine that the pulley is the issue, head to our website and look up the
correct pulley for your vehicle. They are sold separately from the alternators, allowing you to change them in your
garage with the help of this CTA pulley tool.
The next part that often fails is the internal voltage regulator. An internal regulator allows for better packaging and
fewer alternator wires. Similarly to the pulley, the regulators can be purchased and replaced on the alternator without
replacing the entire alternator unit. As the name suggests, the voltage regulator determines how much juice the
battery receives from the alternator. A broken regulator can lead to too much or not enough voltage being sent to the
battery. Each of those issues has its own separate effects.
The rotor, stator, and rectifier are all inside of the alternator case. Parts aren't easy to source and difficult to replace
by a DIYer. We recommend replacing the entire unit if any of these pieces cause the failed alternator.

https://www.fcpeuro.com/products/alternator-pulley-socket-cta-8089
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Techin & Toolin

What Should You do When the Battery Light Illuminates? - We recommend that you pick up a multimeter and
test the battery yourself. Multimeters are cheap and can be used for more than a simple alternator test. We wouldn't
use the other two tests for definitive answers to what your charging system problem might be, but they will work in a
pinch.
There isn't any shame in taking the car to a local repair shop if you aren't confident in your own mechanical 
aptitude. They'll run the same test we showed here and help you get back to a healthy and fully functioning 
charging system


