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Newsletter 
June 2018 

 
2018 Directors 

President: Ron Howard 
Vice-President: Tony Herrera 
Secretary: David Allen 
Treasurer: Carol Misner 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Patrick Smith 

Past President (2017): Tony Herrera 
 

Appointed Positions 

Historian: Group Effort 
Photographer: Group Effort 
Sunshine: Sandee Anderson 
Activities: Group Effort 
Event Reminder: Pat Dobson 

Membership: Robert Thiel 
Webmaster: Cathy York & Sharon Hook-Martino 
Parade Coordinator: Dora Moore & Sheron Leigh 
 
 

 
July Birthdays 

Chris Meneley 7/8      David York 7/19      

Judy Axling 7/10        Marlene Bozarth 7/21 

Ron Howard 7/16      Jerry Bayles 7/26 

Lowell Royer 7/16      Scott Lloyd 7/28 

David Jordan 7/19 

 

 

July Anniversaries 
Steve & Mary Clark 
Gene & Candy Walker 
 
 
 
 
 

 SOCA Logo Apparel  
Contact Tony Herrera 
 
 

Next Club Social 

June 23rd, Drive from Canyonville to Shady Cove 

Dinner at Medford Elmers. Times TBA 

Please RSVP to Pat Dobson @ 
pdobson0503@icloud.com or 541-664-4506 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Join SOCA? 

 Promote esprit-de-corps among Corvette 
enthusiasts. 

 Create interest in the Corvette as a true dual-
purpose sports car. 

 Provide a means of technical information and 
service to members. 

 Encourage dealer and manufacturer 
cooperation. 

 Organize and promote events of a social 
nature and provide social gatherings for 
enthusiasts with common interest. 

 Sponsor or participate in activities to benefit 
the community through recognized charities 
as selected by the members of the 
Association. 
- SOCA Constitution - 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

General Membership Meeting, July 11, 2018 
7:00 PM, Rogue River Community Center.  Usually 
held the first Wed. of the month.  Change due to the 4th 
of July holiday. 

Visitors are always welcome! 

 

 
 

Our SOCA car club takes the cake!!

mailto:pdobson0503@icloud.com
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June 16th, Medford Cruise Classic Car Show, (Medford Cruise) Details at 
www.medfordcruise.org 
 
June 23th, SOCA Social.  Drive and dinner.  The drive will be from Canyonville to Shady 
Cove.  Dinner will be at Elmer’s Restaurant in Medford.  Times TBA 
 
June 30th, Rooster Crow Parade.  This IS a candy throw.  Times & lunch location TBA. 
 
July 4th, (THIS IS A WEDNESDAY), Eagle Point Parade.  This IS a candy throw.  NOTE:  We 
are working on a convenient exit strategy. 
 
July 7th, Roseburg-Canyonville Graffiti Night Cruise.  Details at GraffitiWeekend.com  
 
July 21st, SOCA Social.  Drive and dinner.  Details TBA. 
 
August 4th, Drive to Loon Lake.  This is a beautiful lake 20 miles east of Reedsport off highway 
38. It boasts one of the finest campgrounds with a warm, sandy beach. 
 
August 18th, SOCA Social.  Drive and dinner.  Details TBA. 
 
September 1st, Diamond Lake End of Summer Celebration.   Details TBA. 
 
September 8th, Cars & Coffee Corvette Event in Wilsonville.  Details TBA 
 
September 15th, Sigel Show & Shine.  Details TBA 
 
September 22th, SOCA Social.  Drive & dinner.  Details TBA 
 
October 6th, 28th Annual Sea Cruise Car Show in Crescent City.  Details TBA 
 
October 20th, SOCA Social, Details TBA 
 
November 17th, SOCA Social, TBA. 
 
December 1st, Grants Pass Christmas Parade.  Detail TBA 
 
December 8th, SOCA Christmas Party at Taprock restaurant in the Evergreen room in Grants 
Pass @ 6:00pm.  Details TBA. 
  
 
For additional events, information and links, go to the S.O.C.A. website Events Page 

http://www.sovette.com/default.asp?pg=activities  

http://www.sovette.com/default.asp?pg=activities
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Techin & Toolin  

1985-1988 GTP Corvette Racer  
Proof There's No Substitute for Racing Development - K. Scott Teeters, Dec 10, 2015 

Race car development 
has always moved at a 
steady and swift pace. 
The best race cars 
become outdated, even 
though they might look 
like 200-mph machines 
while sitting still in the 
pits. Such was the case 
with the GTP Corvette. 
During the mid-to-late 
’80s, it was the hottest-
looking and often the 
best qualifying car in the 
GTP series. But under 
its swoopy skin was an 
outdated chassis. 

In the early ’80s, 
Chevrolet wanted to promote its V-6 racing engine, so they installed one in a Lola T-600 car raced 
by Ted Fields’ Interscope team. The turbocharged Lola was a real rocket and showed serious 
promise. Chevrolet wanted some of this action, but the Lola didn’t look anything like a Chevy. 
Needing brand identity, the Chevrolet styling group had stylist Randy Whitten design a new front 
end that looked like the new C4 Corvette, but kept the rest of the Lola’s aerodynamics. 

A fullsize rolling car was shown in mid-1983 and got a lot of interest. Two Lola commissioned cars 
were completed in March 1984, but sat dormant for a year until Hendrick Motorsports and GM’s 
Goodwrench signed on as sponsors in 1985. All told, seven Lola cars were built as GTP 
Corvettes. In four seasons the cars won two races and took seven pole positions. They were 
extremely fast and competitive as long as they didn’t break. The car’s basic structure was 
originally designed in the late ’70s for engines producing around 600 hp. The turbocharged V-6 
Chevy engine made 900 hp in the 1,950-pound car! Consequently, everything was constantly 
being updated. 

Aside from the brutish engine that the drivers loved, there was nothing extraordinary about the 
car. The rear suspension used a standard Indy-type, pushrod shock system attached to the 
gearbox, and the front suspension was mounted to the monocoque Kevlar and aluminum 
honeycomb chassis. In 1987, one of the cars was fitted with an active suspension setup from a 
Lotus Grand Prix car. In general, cooling was always a problem and contributed to one of the cars 
completely burning to the ground in 1988. The GTP Corvette was awesomely fast, and very 

expensive. 

The Corvette GTP story was not unlike the SS Corvette and the Grand Sport. On paper, the car 
looked like it should have been a solid winner, but it lacked the support and development time to 
really shine. The Corvette GTP was kind of an odd duck in the sense that the car’s basic structure 
(like that of the 1963 Grand Sport) was outdated almost from its beginning. Simply adding more 
power can get more pole positions and speed records, but then the cars tend to become ticking 
time bombs, just waiting to let go. There is simply no substitute for nonstop development work. 
When a racing effort such as this is an on-and-off enterprise, it’s hard to develop a following. 

 

http://image.superchevy.com/f/96902671+w640+h426+q80+re0+cr1+ar0+st0/1984-corvette-grand-touring-prototype-gtp.jpg
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There was also the issue of brand disconnect. Although the GTP’s front end was designed by 
Chevrolet stylist Randy Whitten and the engines came from Chevrolet R&D, there was zero 
Corvette production content in any of the GTP Corvettes. A racing class such as Showroom Stock 
tells fans, “Your Corvette isn’t much different from this champion Corvette race car!” While the 
C5R, C6.R and C7.R racing Corvettes are a long way from stock, their basic structures were built 

in the Bowling Green assembly plant and that makes them “real” Corvettes. 

Chevrolet concluded their Corvette GTP program at the end of the 1988 season. Hendrick 
Motorsport did not return to the series, but Peerless Racing soldiered on in 1989 and a series of 
mishaps had them finishing only one race, a Fourth place finish at Watkins Glen. The GTP 
Corvette’s last gasp was in 1990 when the Peerless Racing car was fielded by Eagle Performance 
to race at Le Mans. Using an experimental 10.2-liter (622.44 cid), 4-cam, 32-valve big-block 
Chevy engine (the engine alone is probably an interesting story!); electrical problems during 
qualifying kept the car out of the race, and marked the end of the GTP Corvette experience. 

Through the ’90s Corvettes on the racetrack was strictly a privateer enterprise. Racing fever inside 
Chevrolet didn’t start again until after it was obvious how good the basic structure of the C5 was 
and the C5R was created, which turned out to be the most successful Corvette racing operation 
ever. Chevrolet wouldn’t return to prototype racing until 2012 with the Corvette Daytona Prototype. 
What I want to know is who is going to make the street version? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Disclaimer - Discretion is advised. The preceding information may not apply to specific vehicles or all circumstances. 
Always refer to the manufacturer’s specifications, service manuals, technical data and product information. 

 

 
 

 


